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Children’s Magazine. The circulations of all

Department three of our magazines show a fine increase,

that of the Children’s Magazine being especi-

ally noteworthy. The increase of total monthly paid circula-

tion was over 17%.

Christian Messenger. As announced last year, the C. L. S.

Executive Committee, on July 1st, 1933, turned over the

management (but not the ownership) of the Christian Mes-

senger to a new board of 15 members selected by the C. L. S.

Executive Committee, with the hope that twelve of them
would later be appointed by the two Churches. It has since

been decided to ask the Methodist and Presbyterian churches

to appoint as their representatives six members each on this

Board. It is hoped that by this closer connection with these

two Churches a greater interest in this paper will be secured.

The financial standing of the Christian Messenger has

been steadily improving since 1932. The annual advance on

this paper previously borne by the C. L. S. treasury has been

considerable, but last year, 1933, this amount was reduced to

¥881.79. For the year just closed the cost to the C. L. S. was

only ¥300.00, this amount being provided by the United

Church of Canada Mission through our Society, but a further

grant will be needed before the close of the calendar year.

The Christian Messenger has very strong com-
Competition petition with which to contend. A recent

survey of Korean Christian periodicals in Korea
and Manchuria showed that there are in all 27 different

Christian magazines, some weekly, more monthly, and a few
quarterly or irregular. This is not the wisest or most far

sighted co-operation in a very difficult field of Church journal-

ism. Granted, at times, that there may be articles in the

paper with which we may not all agree, but we must remem-
ber that this paper represents more than one viewpoint. The
running of these other competitors will not secure a strong

self-supporting paper for this young Korean Church.



4 CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY OF KOREA

This account shows the reduction of the

Dictionary Society’s advance for the publication of

this book of ¥221.00 from the sale of 28 copies.

This is slow work and at this rate it will take over 16 years

more, or a total of 21 years, to reduce this advance, to say

nothing of any interest and profit on the venture. I mention

this as an indication of the need of caution in undertaking the

publication of expensive language study books.

The Third Annual 50% Discount Sale at the

^Speciai^ale
1

beginning of the year was a great success.

The total number of volumes sold was 16,440.

349 Libraries, included in the above, were disposed of at this

time.

Excluding Hymn Books and Sunday School
Best Sellers

Lessons> following books were the best

sellers for the year :

—

Copies sold Titles Authors Prices

16,675 Christian Catechism Primer Mrs. Tate .03

7,696 Straight Road for New Believers T. S. Soltau .02

7,355 Preparation for Baptism do .03

4,251 Power from On High J. Greenfield .20

1,864 Shorter Catechism (old Edn.) — .10

1,458 Marked New Testament — .90

1,331 Life of Our Lord W. L. Swallen .70

1,340 The Human Heart W. M. Baird, Snr. .08

1,165 Treatment of Tuberculosis Dr. S. H. Martin .02

879 Bible Catechism Mrs. M.F. Scranton .02

In publishing new books during the past

New Books year, we have been compelled, unfortunately,

on account of the shortage of funds, to re-

strict our work more or less to those books which we
could publish on the pre-publication order basis. This has

been an advantage from the financial viewpoint, but of course

it has somewhat limited us in the range of titles which

we could bring out.
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We have had an unusually good sale of the

Hymn Books Hymn Books. Of the words edition of Chan
Song Ka (the old edition with supplement) we

have sold during the year, 66,881 copies. Since June 21st,

1934, of the music edition of the same books we have sold

out all of the 5,000 edition.

Of Chan Song Ka, No. 2 (usually spoken of as the new
Hymnbook) we have sold of the words edition 14,185 and of

the music edition 3,040 or a total of 17,225 copies this year.

The total number of Sheet Tracts sold,

Sheet Tracts 1,854,378, although less than the amount sold

during the previous year, is nevertheless a

splendid total for such a small country as Korea and shows

the large part in the Evangelistic work which our Society takes

in the field.

That one may grasp the extent of our dis-

Dl
|ystMn°

n
tribution system, I would say that the total

number of our distribution agents is 412. This

includes book store managers, full time travelling colporters

and Church workers who regularly carry our publications.

A certain percentage of these will have to be dropped as they

are not selling any of our books, but even 80-90 per cent

shows how well distributed is our system. These agents in-

clude good numbers in Japan and Manchuria, and even a few

in Hawaii, America and Saghalien. Numerous as these agents

are, we could wish that a larger number of them were more

successful in their efforts in advertising and distributing our

publications. This could best be increased by a travelling

superintendent whom we have long been wanting. Lacking

this travelling superintendent, a great deal could be accom-

plished if the different Mission Stations, in appointing a

superintendent of Christian Literature distribution, would

allow such a worker sufficient time to visit and coach the

various agents in the Station territory.

During the Spring 1 was able to make one trip to the
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country, and had conferences with our agents and leading

church workers in Euiju, Shin Euiju and Syenchun. The
opinions gathered in these conferences were reported to our

Executive Committee.

As this department of our work comes under

Book-Store Mr. Bonwick’s supervision I will not report in

detail but will merely call your attention to the

profit of over ¥1,100.00 made by the store, to say nothing of

its advertizing value to our general business.

The size of the stock which we handle is
Stock

shown by the following figures regarding

totals taken from our June 30, 1934, inventory

C. L. S. titles 566

Pres. Publication Fund titles 63

Commission Stock titles 547

Books, stationery, etc. (Purchased Stock) 1.192

Total number of titles handled 2,368

This large number of titles handled gives one of the

reasons why the Stock Room and Delivery department shows

rather a high percentage of cost when compared with the

total Sales Income.

Designated Grants : The status of this por-

Receipts tion of our receipts is best shown by the fol-

lowing comparative table :

—

1933 1934

M. and P. Grants from Missions S 5,21 5.91 ¥5,359.34

M. and P. Premium (G. B.) 150.00 100.00

Grants for Editorial Department 1,955.00 1,700.00

do Children’s Magazine 2,513.03 1,713.57

do Christian Messenger 320.00 300.00

do Publication Fund, Women’s Intern'l Com. 689.44

10,153.94 9,862.35

Budget Estimate 9,420.00

Excess over Budget Estimate ¥442.35

1934 Total 9,862.35

Decrease on last year ¥ 291.69
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The year has seen much of steady plodding, with no

especially new ventures, but a ready willingness on the part of

all to meet each new call for service as it arrived. Though

our income by grants from Missions and other organizations

has been reduced our income from sales has been well

maintained and this has enabled us to continue the issue of

new books and of many reprints during the year. Indeed,

the statistics of this year’s publishing work, with the excep-

tion of 1933 which was a banner year, stand higher than those

of any previous year for a very long period.

The total number of Titles—new and old

—

and Reprints Published during the year amount to no less

than 137 varieties. They may be classified as

follows :

—

30 Books of good size, such as commentaries, sermons, biographies, etc.

47 Booklets on many subjects—evangelistic, hygiene, temperance, lesson

helps, etc.

15 Cards, pictures, etc., chiefly Sunday School supplies and Sheet

Calendars.

45 Sheet Tracts, practically all of which are reprints of tried and

proved favourites.

Were it not for the steady and remarkable

Sheet Tracts demand for Sheet Tracts our circulation

statistics would be very different from what

they actually are each year. No less than 1,851,278 copies

were purchased and distributed by Christian workers during

the year ending June, 1934. To meet this demand we have a

permanent list of 79 titles, every one of which receives orders

in varying proportion, and of these we have reprinted no

less than 45 titles during this year to meet the claims made

upon our stock. Tracts with pictures are the most popular

and of the one entitled ' Beware” we have printed 100,000

copies and sold over 80,000 during the year.
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During the year under consideration the Socie-

Publications ty h as published 2,140,230 copies of its various

publications and these contained 50,468,240

pages. Details of these can be found on pages.

Perhaps the most noticeable publication of

New Books the year has been the reissue of the music

edition of the old Chansonga (Union Hymnal)
with 51 of the newer hymns added in the form of a supple-

ment. The book sells at ¥1.25 and is much admired as

a specimen of excellent printing
;
5000 copies were printed

in June and at the time of writing no copies are left in

stock. “Dr. Swallen’s “The Life of Our Lord” has had a

most encouraging reception, 1336 copies having been sold in

less that a year. Other books on Bible Study newly issued

include “Commentary on Judges” by Dr. H. W. Lampe,

“Women of the New Testament” by Oh Chun Young, and

“Character Sermons” by Dr. D.C. Murphy, trans. by Dr. H.A.

Rhodes. Books of Devotional Reading include “The Self-

Introduction of Jesus” by Dr. C. A. Logan (a book originally

written in Japanese and intended expressly for Oriental

readers), “Life on the Highest Plane” by Ruth Paxson, and a

book in English on “The Lord’s Prayer” by Dr. S. L. Roberts

which has been very well received. More General Reading

has been furnished in “Stories of Grit” by Archer Wallace,

“A Royal Partnership,” (a book on Stewardship') by Dr.

M. E. Melvin and trans. by Dr. J. C. Crane, and “The Little

Lord Jesus” which is a finely illustrated Christmas book for

children, by Lucy W. Peabody. New Booklets include “A
New Temperance Appeal” by Bruce Hunt, “The Child’s Tem-
perance Reader” by Hong Sang Suk, and two that were

specially prepared by T. S. Soltau for the Evangelistic

Campaign
—

“A Straight Road for New Believers” and

“Preparation for Baptism.” Several books have also been

published by us for Other Funds and Owners and are placed

with us for sale as Commission Stock, such as: A revised



ANNUAL REPORT 15

edition of Dr. C. A. Clark’s “Pastor’s Handbook,” also his

“Work for Young “People”, and “What the Bible Teaches” by

Dr. Torrey (new edition prepared by Dr. Swallen,) all three

for the Presbyterian Publication Fund
;
“Etiquette” a school

text-book by Miss Margo Lewis, and “A Child’s Story-

Garden” by Miss C. Brownlee.

The Total Sales for the year have again

SonHehs
1

increased by nearly 3,000 copies, the actual

figures being 55,909 copies sold. Details are

as follows :

Copies Copies

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS Prices Issued Sold

Uniform Series, Senior .22 38,000 37,604

do do Junior .18 16,000 15,943

S. S- Lesson Leaflets .02* 16,200 9,692

G. Graded Series, Intermediate .20 1,000 305

do do Beginners .20 In stock 363

do do Primary .20 do 691

do do Junior .20 do 8S0

S. S. Extension Lessons do 276

Miscellaneous do 162

55,909

A few words of appreciation are due to the
npv n T o

Book-store* management of the Book-store. It always

looks smart and attractive, and this year the

sales have improved in numbers if not in income. A profit

on sales is shown of ¥ 1,195.02 for the year. Beyond the

actual sales the advertising effect of the Book-store is very

substantial. The Book-store staff prepare our monthly Korean

advertising leaflet “The Book Lover’s Guide” that we have

now issued for several years for free distribution.

For five years now this magazine has been a

"^Magazine*
8

j°‘ nt enterprise of the Christian Literature

Society and the Korea Sunday School Associa-

tion. It receives very much appreciated financial support

from the W. M. S. of the United Church of Canada (¥700)

and from the Union Committee on Christian Literature for
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Women and Children in Mission Fields ($280) and for these

grants we are very thankful. At the beginning of 1934 the

shape of the magazine was improved, the pages being reduced

in number but increased in size, with more attention being

given to the pictures on the cover each month. The result

has been a very considerable increase in circulation, which

now stands at 4,200 copies monthly. The contents are of

a varied character but all articles are of a high Christian

standard; at present a children’s version of the “Pilgrim’s

Progress” is appearing month by month with special illustra-

tions.

While speaking of Grants from the homelands
Grants we wish also to express our hearty gratitude

to the Inter-Board Committee of the W. M. S.

of the Churches in Canada for $200 received in aid of

our publishing fund, being a portion voted to our Society from

the proceeds of collections made during their public Day of

Prayer all over Canada last Spring.

Our needs are not difficult to describe, they

Our Needs are easily perceived. We greatly need an en-

tirely new series of books on spiritual and

general subjects and written in popular style
;
books that

will create a demand—brief, bright and up-to-date—for the

general reader with a moderate education and not for pastors

and students alone. We especially need simple, well-illustrat-

ed books for women and children, books to sell at ten sen

apiece. The large monthly sales (not subscriptions) of the

“Children’s Magazine” prove that a regular series of bright,

religious and moral books could be sold on a similar scale in

the form of a monthly magazine—each issue consisting of a

whole story or special topic running to 50 or 60 pages— if the

same amount of work and preparation were put into them as

appear in the “Children’s Magazine” mentioned above. There

is a buying crowd for books of the right kind if they can be

put forth in the right way.
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We receive congratulations for the novelty

Good Wishes and variety in design of many of our book

covers; we receive criticism for the fewness

of our books of a popular character; and thus it is that with

it all we succeed in maintaining a steady, earnest progress.

Printing and publishing, advertising and selling, all proceed

with unremitting zeal. The willingness for work on the part

of our Korean staff, and their manifest pleasure at our

successes, furnish fresh incentives to new endeavour, and so

with courage and consecration we face the call of another

year.

Respectfully submitted,

Gerald Bonwick.

NEW TITLES ON C. L. S. FUNDS
Year Ending June, 1934

Titles Selling Copies
Pages

Price Printed

Hymnbook No. 1. with Sup., Music Edn. Cloth 1.25 3,000 1,017,000

do do do do J leather 1.65 1,500 508,900

do do do do unbound 500 169,500

S. S. Lessons, Int’national Uniform Senior, 1934 .22 38,000 8,018,000

do do do Junior, 1934 .18 16,000 2,144,000

do Leaflets, 6 varieties, 24 parts, 1934 .03 15,500 782,000

do G.G. Intermediate Course, Teacher’s Manual .20 1,000 151,000

Self-Introduction of Jesus ... .35 1,000 128,000

Stories of Grit ... .30 1,400 199,500

Life on the Highest Plane paper .50 3,800 253,000

do do do cloth .70 200 60,600

A New Temperance Appeal ... .03 2,000 36,000

The Life of Our Lord paper .70 600 200,400

do do cloth limp ... .90 800 267,200

do do cloth boards ... 1.00 100 33,400

Life of William Penn «.• ••• ... .12 1,000 38,000

Commentary on Book of Judges, paper ... .45 600 63,000

do do do cloth .76 100 12,600

do do do unbound 400 50,400

Character Sermons ... ... ... .46 1,000 171,000

A Royal Partnership .18 1,500 154,500
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Women of the New Testament paper .55 800 211,200

do do cloth .75 200 52,800

do do unbound 500 132,000

The Lord’s Prayer (English) 1.00 700 72,800

A Straight Road for New Believers .02 12,00 312,000

Preparation for Baptism . . .03 13,00 420,000

The Little Lord Jesus .20 1,500 66,000

Young Men & Religion 1,000 161,000

Prayer Calendar 1934 cloth 1.00 450 91,800

do do leather 1.40 50 10,200

do do unbound 50 10,200

Three Pioneer Missionaries .25 400 400

Sheet Calendar, 1934 .02 20,000 20,000

Christian Messenger Sheet Calendar, 1934 5,000 5,000

Korean Catalogue, 1934 6,000 252,000

Annual Report, 1933 (English) ... 42,000

Annual Report, 1933 (Korean) 700 36,700

Book Lover’s Guide, monthly, July 1933 to June 1934 26.000 156,000

178,100 16,499,100

REPRINTS ON C. L. S. FUNDS
Year Ending June 11, 1934

Selling Copies Pages
Price Printed

Hymnbook No. I & Suplmnt, Words Edition, each .25 60,000 21,240,000

Power from on High .20 2,500 272,500

The Christian Catechism Primer 99 .03 10,000 310,000

The Bible Catechism 99 .03 2,000 41,000

The Human Heart
99 .08 3,000 69,000

Stories for the Use of Teachers ...
99 .35 1,000 130,000

Map of Korean Missions ... 99 .03 3,000 3,000

S. S. Little Fish Per 60 .10 100,000 200,000

S. S. Reward Cards Series B. ... „ 100 .10 100,000 100,000

S. S. Birthday Cards ... ... „ 20 .25 15,000 15,000

S S. Diploma Blank, Large ... each .04 2,000 2,000

S. S. do do Small 99 .03 2,000 2,000

S. S. Cradle Roll Birthday Cards .01* 5,000 6,000

S. S. Merit Certificate, Six Months 99 .02 5,000 5,000

S. S. Promotion Certificate, One Year 99 .01 3,000 3,000

S S. Merit Certificate, Three months Per 50 .25 10,000 10,000

S. S. Birthday Fish n 100 1.00 10,000 20,000

S. S. Bible Memorizing Stars ... „ 60 .08 20,000 20,000






